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	Network	for	the	energy	and	
	environment	sector	in	the	
	Danube	Region. 
 TREC – Transnational Renewable Energy Cluster – Donau 

Since 2010, 14 countries with their 
different cultures, religions, languages 
and policies, including Romania, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Serbia, Slovakia, Moldova and 
Ukraine have constituted the Danube 
Region, a macro-region of the European 
Commission. Since 2011, these countries 
have been pursuing a joint, uniform con-
cept for promoting infrastructure, business, 
environmental conservation and prosperity. 

Internationalization  strategy 
for Leipzig energy and environ-

ment cluster 

Leipzig  Fraunhofer Center researchers 
from the unit Stakeholder Dialogue and 
Social Acceptance are linking Leipzig’s 
Netzwerk Energie und Umwelt (NEU e.V.) 
with suitable partners and clusters in 
this region as part of the "Transnational 
Renewable Energy Cluster (TREC) – 
Danube" project. They are developing a 
long-term strategy for internationalizing 
the Leipzig-based network.

Collaborative European  
projects in the Danube Region

Funded by the German Federal Ministry 
of Education and Research (BMBF), the pro-
ject has the goal of establishing European 
research projects and industry partnerships 
in the Danube Region. The intention is to 
work together on developing innovative 
energy and environmental technologies, 
development concepts as well as stand-
ardization and marketing concepts. TREC 
Danube has yielded initial fruit in the form 
of project initiatives in the fields of geo-
thermal energy and biomass use. 

The "Transnational Renewable Energy Cluster 
(TREC) – Danube" project seeks to drive economic 
growth in the energy and environment sector in 
the Danube Region and to establish Leipzig as a 
strong research partner in this macro-region. 

Contact: Urban Kaiser

Research Fellow Unit Stakeholder 
Dialogue and Social Acceptance

urban.kaiser@moez.fraunhofer.de  
+49 341 231039-150

Leipzig’s network for energy and 
the environment was awarded the 
Bronze Label by the European Cluster 
Excellence Initiative in 2013. This 
certificate underscores the cluster’s 
aspiration of bringing together 
companies, research institutions and 
investors from the energy and envi-
ronment sector at a European level.

“ With  the  Le ipz ig 
 Fraunhofer Center, both we 
as the cluster management 
team and our network 
members have access to pro-
fessional support in our 
internationalization efforts 
in Central and Eastern 
Europe – something which is 
indispensable for developing 
a strong, well- functioning 
international platform.“

Daniel Reißmann, Cluster Manager, Leipzig's 
network for energy and the environment.

Duration: 7/2014 – 7/2015

Funding: Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research

Partners: German Biomass 
Research Center gGmbh (DBFZ), 
Leipzig’s network for energy 
and the environment (NEU) 
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	Interdisciplinary	Research	
	Collaboration	for	Cultural	
	Heritage	Conservation. 

On July 2nd, 2014, representatives 
from the  Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, the 
Leibniz-Gemeinschaft and the Prussian 
Cultural Heritage Foundation (SPK) signed 
a formal agreement with the Staatliche 
Kunstsammlungen Dresden (Dresden State 
Art Collections) and the Saxon State and 
University Library Dresden (SLUB). The 
Research Alliance Cultural Heritage (FALKE) 
thereby responded to former State Minister 
Prof. Dr. Sabine von Schorlemer’s intention 
to bundle the social, natural and cultural 
studies expertise of these partners.

 The research alliance is unique in 
Germany. It aims to jointly develop new 
methods for the restoration and conser-
vation of cultural artifacts and to further 
intensify the knowledge transfer between 
research and practical application. Another 
objective is to embed the significance of 
cultural heritage more deeply in the public 
consciousness.

Study on cultural heritage as 
an economic factor

In a model project, experts from the 
Leipzig  Fraunhofer Center’s Stakeholder 
Dialogue and Social Acceptance Unit 
will now evaluate cultural heritage as a 
regional economic factor, its social value 
and the significance of investing in pre-
ventive and restoration measures for the 
first time by conducting a study that uses 
the Dresden art collection museums as 
an example. They will also support the 
 Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft project manag-
ers to coordinate and communicate the 
entire project. The Executive Board of 
the  Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft has agreed 
to make 1.5 million euros available for the 
project over the next three years.
Duration: 6/2015 – 7/2018

Partners:  Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, Leibniz-Gemeinschaft, 
Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation, Staatliche 
Kunstsammlungen Dresden (Dresden State Art 
Collections) , Saxon State and University Library Dresden

Funding:  Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft Executive Board

Team: Uta Pollmer, Urban Kaiser, Dr. Sandra Dijk

With a comprehensive study that examines the 
economic factor and the social value of cultural 
heritage, the Leipzig  Fraunhofer Center is collab-
orating in a  Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft model 
project which aims to develop innovative conser-
vation and digitalization concepts for cultural 
heritage artifacts.

Contact: Uta Pollmer

Research Fellow Unit Stakeholder 
Dialogue and Social Acceptance

uta.pollmer@moez.fraunhofer.de  
+49 341 231039-125




